
From The Commander 
 Gertrude “Uschi” Pecnik   
 
  
The Parade is over and even though small was a success. We made a good impression and I was called by more than one person 
congratulating us to do this parade. Since this was the first one a lot of things have not been considered or planned out right, but 
it was a great learning experience for us, so we can do better next year. I might not be your commander next year but the parade 
will be my puppy till I can do it no more that’s a promise I have kept every email and business card so we have a little base to 
start of next year. I plan on start organizing for next year’s parade in January. First we have a Car wash coming up next weekend 
organized by the Senior Vice. In November we are having our recruiting weekend from 11, 12 and 13 November. December 16, 
17 & 18 I plan on having a Christmas Bazaar and in October we need to do some Buddy Poppy’s. For early spring I would like 
us to do a coffee stop if we get approved since we cancelled the last one. I will take off work if I have to in order to make this one 
work. We are getting back on the right track but we still have a lot of work to do. Let me also say thank you to all the people 
involved in making the parade a success. Larry Rodin who brought out a great band and donated the payment of the band out of 
his own pocket. SO if you see him and you can spare some money go ahead and give him some to help paying for the band. I 
would like us to get the same band for next year as well. I would like to say thank you especially to Bill our quartermaster who 
made the impossible happen and got us insurance for the post  and the parade as well as a book keeper we can afford. Another 
big thank you goes out to Randy Harper, his friend and Jim Arendell for the cooking part, our new Club Manager Norma and her 
crew for a job well done. Thank you, and last but not least Don Kell you were a true organizer and help, all I can say is you are 
the greatest. I also want to thank my Unit Commander, 1SG and the senior NCO’s for supporting me in what I do. As you all 
know I had a very rough time before I got of active duty and joined the National Guard, but I can say from the bottom of my 
heart that not one day have I regretted my decision. Another thing coming up soon is the return of the 62ND Med Brigade from 
Iraq. I am pretty sure everyone remembers Michael Tietjen who was my senior vice Commander when he got deployed. So I am 
looking for volunteers to organize a welcome home party for the 514 Med Company, either right when they get back or after they 
come back from block leave. Winter Convention in Wenatchee is coming up in January, also don’t forget deadlines for almost all 
our programs are 1 November. See Bill if you have anything to report on community activities or aid to others and so on. One 
last note I have put it out at one of the meetings, but I am certain not everyone knows. Post Member’s can be recruited by 
auxiliary members, however according to national they can not sign the membership applications. In order to get your recruiting 
credit it is the individual’s responsibility to ensure that his/her name getting attached to the application. And our recruiting 
incentive in the canteen has changed as well. If you recruit a new or reinstate member you will get on complimentary drink that 
day as well as the person you recruited, and one well drink or beer per day for a QUARTER.  
A special thank you goes to one of our newest members DICK MURI who is Pierce County Council  and the Lakewood Mayor 
Doug Richardson, both participated in our parade, to the , Fort Lewis & Lakewood Fire Department as well to the Lakewood 
Police and their explorers for closing off the roads. SGT MAUER BIG THANK YOU to you.  I hope I did not forget anyone, but 
just in case thank you whoever you are. 
If you have anything you would like to talk to me about either put it in writing and leave it with Norma or let any of the 
Bartenders or my Quartermaster know that you want to speak to me and I will make time for you. On a final note the personnel 
behind the bar know that if any post members ask for my phone number that they have to give it to you. 
 
 
Gertrude”Uschi” Pecnik 
Post Commander 
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Ladies Auxiliary 
Pat Thrall, President 

The year is off to a good start. It is time again to get your dues in before Christmas.  
Every one that knew Betty Taylor should know that she passed away 7 September. Memorial by 
the Ladies Auxiliary will be October 1st at 1 PM in the little house. 
We will all miss her. 
 

Canteen 
Norma Forsythe  Manager 
I would like to thank all of you who come in and support our canteen. Summer is here and the 
weather is great for all the wonderful barbeques that Jim has been doing. Thanks Jim for all the time 
that is put in to cook for everyone. Thanks to all that have donated meat for Jim to cook. We have had 
to start asking for donations of either meat or money to help cut expenses. While you are waiting for 
the food to be cooked there are horseshoe pits in the back This season we have three Dart teams and 
all three are doing great. Come out and watch and cheer them on. We hope to see all three teams go 
to state this season. 
Continued on page 4 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Forces Association Vietnamese contingent at our parade with Mayor Richardson 
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  LADIES AUXILIARY       2006 ANNUAL POST MEMBERSHIP                POST  2329 LIFE 
 LIFE MEMBERSHIP        The new membership began on July 1st, 2005.               MEMBERSHIP 
          FEES                         Annual Post members were mailed dues notices                    FEES 
                                                     from Kansas City Headquarters  in early July. 
Age as of Dec 31    Fee              Auxiliary dues notices will be handled locally.               Age as of Dec 31    Fee 
Thru 30……... $200.00                 These notices are for the dues year beginning               Thru 30……... $245.00 
31—40 ……... $185.00                January 1st, 2006 Membership Year. To stay              31—40 ……... $235.00 
41—50 ….….. $165.00                Current for 2006, Dues must be paid before Dec            41—50 ….….. $215.00 
51—60 ……... $145.00                 31, 2005. If you have a question about your                   51—60 ……... $195.00 
61—70 ……... $115.00                 membership, call the Quartermaster @                          61—70 ……... $165.00 
71—80 …… .. $  85.00                 253-588-1050. You may find it more convenien t        71—80 …… .. $125.00 
81 & over … .. $  50.00                to buy a life membership.                                              81 & over … .. $  85.00 

 
ADDRESS/EMAIL CHANGE/NOTIFICATION 

 
NAME _____________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________ 
 
CITY _________________STATE _____ ZIP ________ 
 
E-Mail Address _______________________________ 

Moca 
Pat Thrall 
President 
Our meeting for September Will 
be at 11 am on the 25th due to 
Grand Inspection– There will be a 
BBQ after so bring a dish. 
 
Our next Hospital visit will be in 
October. Don’t Know yet what 
date. Be at this meeting to find 
out. 
 
7,8,and 9 October is the Fall C of 
A in Westport. All Members can 
Attend 
October meeting is on the 23rd at 
3 pm 

Moc 
 
The next Scratch is September 25 at 11 AM,  
Let’s show Grand how active we are. 
 
I have been selected to be the Seam Squirrel for 
the coming year. I would like to see more Coo-
ties attending and am currently looking at de-
serving Post members to invite into the group 
 
The Cooties are the Honor Degree of the VFW. 
I have a few comrades in mind to Invite in. If any 
member has a member in mind feel free to talk 
to me about it. 
I am looking to start the meat raffles up again in 
September. I need feedback on your accep-
tance of this function. We are here to help the 
post and do Hospital work. Let’s make this a 
banner year for the Post and the Cooties 
 

Next Scratch is October 23rd at 11 
AM 

NEW MEMBERS 
Welcome to  our latest new members 
Reed     Ernest               McCarty Jeff 
Stenbeck Barry             McDermott Ed  
Leonard Jay                  Beard   Samuel 
Dille Dennis                   Garrison Sam  
Iverson  David               Muri      Richard 
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Comrades, we have a serious problem. There is a problem with the water in the Aux-
iliary Building. We thought we had it fixed but the water bill is still high. I turned 
the water off until I can get it fixed. It looks like it might be under the house or un-
derground. Either way, I need some strong bodies to help dig– a lot of rocks– I am 
getting to old for heavy work but I will help. If t he leak is under the house we will 
have to take up the floor ($$$$$$) and replace it after the pipes are fixed. We need to 
get to it soonest as  winter is coming.  Thanks for any and all help. 
 
William B Thrall 
Quartermaster 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why Yes on Proposition 1? 
Stable housing is the first step for families and individuals to build a future.  Tacoma is starting to become unaf-
fordable for families and individuals who work here:   

·     Housing costs are up 35% in the last four years compared to just a 7.4% increase in incomes.   
·     Only 55% of Tacoma residents own their own homes, well below the national average.  
·     35% of Tacoma residents pay more than 35% of their income for housing – that doesn’t leave enough to 

pay for basic needs like food, quality childcare, and health insurance. 
It’s time to start creating affordable housing options for our working families, elderly, handicapped, and first-time 
homebuyers. This important measure will appear on the November 8, 2005 ballot.   
 
How will Proposition 1 work? 
Homeowners in Tacoma would pay 18 cents per assessed $1,000 of valuation for the next 6 years.  For the aver-
age homeowner, that would be about $30 per year, or just $2.50 a month.  With the $15 million raised, 740 hous-
ing units will be built or rehabilitated for owners and renters 
 
 
USE YOUR OWN JUDGEMENT—I CAN’T SEE ANY MORE TAXES MYSELF  

CANTEEN 
We have been having Tacos on Tuesday, But due to lack of participation and support we are going to 
have to discontinue it. If anyone has any suggestions of things they would like to see us do, let us know. 
We are open to all suggestions 
We are opening at 7 AM for the Coffee Club types 
 
Also a reminder, we have food in the canteen for sale. We now have a Hot Dog Machine  
 
Don’t forget to Thank the Bartenders for doing a good job.  Remember, they are volunteers. 
 
See you in the club 



14809 Woodlawn Ave. SW  
Lakewood, WA 98498 

PO Box 92329 
Tillicum, WA 98492-0329  

Phone: 253-581-4699 
 

Email: admin@vfw2329.org  
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We’re on the Web 
http://vfw2329.org 

Tillicum Post 2329 
253-581-4699 
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TILLICUM VFW POST 2329 
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T ILL ICUM  VFW POST 2329  
POST OFFICERS 

COMMANDER                                    GERTRUDE PECNIK                                                       

SR  VICE  COMMANDER                   APRIL TIETJEN             

JR.VICE COMMANDER                      GENE POOL           

QUARTERMASTER                             WILLIAM T HRALL 

CHAPLAIN                                           FRANK HAYDEN  

LADIES AUXILIARY OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT                                          PAT THRALL                

SR VICE PRESIDENT                          DONNA KITTELSON            

JR VICE PRESIDENT                           DOROTHY OLSON                                

CHAPLAIN                                            NANCY MURPHY                                 

SECRETARY/TREASURER                ROSEMARY KAISER                                   

POST MEETING- FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAY AT 7:00 PM A UXIL-

IARY MEETING 1ST AND 3RD THURSDAY AT 7:00 PM 

 



MEN’S AUXILIARY 
Jim Arendell, President 
 
The Men's Auxiliary is continuing to recruit new members as our contributions to the post and 
community continue to grow.  
The American Lake Golf Course brought two Golf Carts for our Parade and were driven in the 
Parade by members of both the Men’s and Ladies Auxiliaries. 
The Parade was a great success in spite of the fact it was our first one. Everyone involved is to 
be congratulated and are already looking forward to next year. 
I would like to thank Randy and Jason for the help with the BBQ and entertaining the kids that 
showed up. 
The band was great and everyone had a good time . 
Let us all come together and do it even better next year. 

October 24 2005 
Medicare Straight Talk Spoken Here 
 
This fall every Medicare-eligible beneficiary will have to make a crucial choice about a new Medicare 
prescription drug benefit. Your choice may save hundreds of dollars or waste considerable money. 

Don’t paint yourself into an expensive corner! Learn what’s best for you at the  “Medicare Rx 
Info Day”  held at the Tacoma Elks, 1965 S Union, from 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Monday Octo-
ber 24th, 2005. Come when you want and leave when you want. Keynote presentations repeated at 10 
a.m., noon, 2, 4, and 6:30 p.m. Helpful workshops on related topics of interest will be offered through-
out the day. Donate blood 11 a.m.—3 p.m. and save a live. Flu shots and many free services will also 
be available. It’s worth your while. Seniors, caregivers, adult children, relatives and friends are all 
welcome. Check www.PierceSeniorInfo.org for more details. Call 253-798-4600 for more informa-
tion. 

OPERATION SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 

Our Troops are doing their part winning the Global War on Terrorism in foreign lands . . . it's now our turn to 
help them win that war by what we do at home. 

National Rallies in Support of Our Troops 

Saturday, September 17, 2005 
 
When: Saturday, September 17, 2005 
Where:           Overpass at Madigan Hospital/Camp Murray/Fort Lewis, WA  
(Exit 122 off I-5) 
Time:  11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Contact:         Terry Harder 
Organizer:     Operation Support Our Troops 


